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Sastra varsity to
restore 20 heritage
rice varieties

Around 20 heritage rice varietios
of Tamil Nadu are being traced,
collected, redeemmed and restored
at least through 10 community
seexd banks benefitting more than

500 farmers in the state, according
0 & relense issued here by Sastra-
Depmed to be university on

‘These community seed banks

I;h;s initiative ‘b‘_ylgamDssﬁl‘:d
o universi B m
Science. " and Heritage

lnltkallw, (SHERD Drox.ramme or
the department of science and

technology (DST) of the lJmon
nunem. is reviving, consery-
ing the tradi-

uml rice varieties.
A part of the many traditisnal
whin harvest-

The majerity of medium and
small farmers of Tamil Madu
have lost their heritage seedss.
e owned traditionally
community forefathers, due r.n
monocrapping of hybrids. These

and
euaj.llles anid abive all, their cli-
resilience, said the release.

lIA's readyreckoners hustsolarecllpse myths

BENGALURU, DHNS

Research students of the Ben-

based Indian Institute
of Astrophysics (IIA) have
come out with short YouTube
reels explaining the solar
echpse in local Iangua,ges

video elips - each about two
minuteslong-the A will also
live stream Tuesday’s partial
solar eclipse on its YouTube
channel from 4 ¢

Research student Akhil
Jaini, who released a video
d.ip in Engjlsh urged youth

and children alike to partici-

pate in the [IA's #EclipseEat-
ing campaign to bust myths
surrounding

Apartfrom short video dlm-ead'ldmuttwn
minutes long - the 1A will also live stream Tuesday's partial
solar eclipse on its YouTube channel from 4 pm.

thesolareclipse. and eat during the eclipse. Of and eclipse have nothing todo

“Many people often ask course, we

with eachother. Therefore, we

encourage
us whether we should cook to break this myth. Eating are launching the selfie cam-

paign,”he said.

He also stressed myths
about pregnant women and
answering nature’s calls.

answering
certainly invite u‘ouble he
quipped. i
‘Notabad omen’

Quoting Aryabhata, Jaini stat-
ed that the solar eclipse was
not a sign of a bad omen, but
a natural and scientific phe-
nomenon,

Another IIA research
student Amruta Rao, in a
1.53-minute clip, explained
the solar eclipse in Kannada
stating that the
oceurs when the moon is posi-
tioned in between the sun and
the earth for a few minutes.

In the case of a partial solar

eclipse, the moon covers only
some areasof the sun's disc.

2wi5‘llalnumbeofn&f
moon

plane resulting in
appearing to cover the sun
partially for a period of time
uusmgapumnlsolarechpse
shm:xplam

The IIA Etésme stated
that the expl. clips were
available in seven languages -
Kannada, Tamil, Malayalam,
Bengali, Garhwali, Punja-
bi and Gujarati by the IIA’s
Science Communication,
Public Outreach and Eduea-
tion wing.
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‘India’s geospatial technology
industry set to grow at 12.8%’

India’s geospatial technology industry was
expected to cross ¥63,100 crore by 2025 at a
growth rate of 12.8%, Union Science Minister
Jitendra Singh said at a briefing on Sunday to
announce the second United Nations World
Geospatial Information Congress (UNWGIC)
scheduled in Hyderabad from October 10 to 14.
Prime Minister Narendra Modi is expected to
address one of the sessions during the meeting.
The conference is expected to be attended by
over 2,000 delegates, including over 700
international delegates and participants from
nearly 120 countries. It will also have participants
from the Survey of India, NGOs and academia.
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Maiden M.S. Valiathan award
for SCTIMST faculty member

Harikrishnan S., Professor of Cardiology, Sree
Chitra Tirunal Institute for Medical Sciences and
Technology (SCTIMST), Thiruvananthapuram,
has won the first M.S. Valiathan Award for
Outstanding Research Investigator. The award,
instituted in the name of SCTIMST’s founder
director and national professor Dr. Valiathan,
was given to Dr. Harikrishnan for his quality
research and publications in the field of
Cardiology. Dr. Harikrishnan leads the National
Centre of Excellence in Heart Failure (CARE-HF)
at the SCTIMST, which is supported by the ICMR
with a funding of 5 crore and the National Heart
Failure Registry. He is a member of the
committee developing the Universal Definition of
Etiologies in Heart Failure.
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PM to inaugurate UN World Geospatial
Information Congress on Tuesday

New Detlhi: Prime Minister Narendra Modi will
inaugurate the UN World Geospatial Information
Congress [UNWGIC) in Hyderabad on Tuesday,
where India is set to showcase the strides it has
made in the sector over the past several years.

The five-day conference will see participation of
over 550 delegates from 115 countries to discuss
issues related to development and strengthening of
integrated geospatial information managerment, its
capacities and capabilities.

“We will present the geospatial ‘Chaupal initia-
tive that seeks to link village communities with geo-
spatial services,” Science and Technology Minister
Jitendra Singh told reporters here. AGENCIES




Partial solar eclipse
enthralls stargazers

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: A partial
solar eclipse on Tuesday eve-
ning enthralled stargazers,
who pointed their telescopes
towards the sun to watch the
celestial tango, while the faith-
ful bathed in lakes and rivers
at pilgrimage sites to mark the
occasion.

Astronomical telescopes at
Hanle in Ladakh, Nainital in
Uttarakhand and several ama-
teur and professional astrono-
mers watched the eclipse that
began at 4:17 pm as the moon
started covering the solar disc.

A solar eclipse occurs
on a new moon day when
the moon comes in between
the earth and the sun and
when all the three objects are

The moon partially covers the
sun during the partial solar
eclipse, in the foreground of the
Taj Mahal in Agra, on Tuesday PTI

aligned. A partial solar eclipse
will occur when the lunar disk
covers the solar disk partially.

Astronomy clubs set up
public viewing of the eclipse
at several locations across
the country and even dis-
tributed special eyewear to

watch the eclipse.

In Gorakhpur, Uttar
Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath witnessed the
eclipse at the Veer Bahadur
Singh planetarium with a tele-
scope and special glasses.

The partial solar eclipse
was observed in several parts
of the country with Srinagar
witnessing the maximum
obscuration of the solar disc
at 55 per cent. In Delhi 43
per cent of the solar disc was
covered by the shadow of the
moon, Jammu (52 per cent),
Bengaluru (9.9 per cent),
Kochi (5.1 per cent).

Students from the High
School at Hanle in Ladakh
had gathered at the Indian
Astronomical Observatory
locatedin  Continued on P6

Solar spectacle ecllpses all other actlwtles

FIOMEER NEWS SERVICE M NEW DELHI

targazers were glued to their tele-

scopes on Tuesday evening to
walch the partial solar eclipse that saw
millions of the faithful taking purify-
ing buths in lakes and rivers i pil-
grimage sites o mark the occasion,
The eclipse started at 4.17 pm as the
maoon started covering the solar disc.

The partial solar eclipse was
observed in several parts of the coun-
try with Srinagar witnessing the max-
imum ohscuration of the solar disc at
55 per cent, In Delhi 43 per cent of the
solar disc was covered by the shadow
of the moon, Jammu (52 per cent),
Bengaluru (5.9 per cent), and Kochi
(5.1 per cent),

Students from the High School at
Hanle in Ladakh had gathered at the
Indian .-\slmno'micaig Observatory
located in the region to watch the
eclipse, while the Tata Institute of
Fundamental Research had thrown

n their Lawns for public viewing of
the celestial phenomenon.

Puople theong N Planetarium in New Delhi o walch solar eclipse PRanjzn Dimii | Piorger

A solar eclipse occurs on a new A partial solar eclipse will occur
moon day when the moon comes in when the lunar disk covers the solar
between the earth and the sun and  disk partially.

when all the three objects are aligned Astronomy clubs set wp public

viewing of the eclipse at several loca-
tions across the country and even dis
tributed special eyewear to watch the
eclipse.

I Gorakhpur, Uttar Pradesh
Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath wit-
messen] the eclipse at the Veer Babidur
Singh planetarium with a telescope

\:Fspccial plasses.

Since the eclipse began in the
evening, the ending of the celestial
phenomenan was not visible as it took
place after sunset.

The Indian Institute of
Astroph s, Bengaluru, the
Aryabhatta Research Institute of
Observational Sciences, Naintal and
Inter-University Centre for
Astronomy and Astrophysics, Pune
had set up live streams on YouTube
from the sites of their telescopes to
view the eclipse,

Thousands of devotees in various
parts of the country teok a holy dip
in rivers and lakes. In Haridwar,
devotees gathered to offer prayers at
Har Ki Pauri ghat on the banks of the

aryana, people thronged the
Brahma Sarovar, Sanmihit Sarovar,
Iyotisar Tirtha, Pehowa Tirtha and
other sites of the Kurukshetra, the lind
of Mahabharata.

Accunding w Hindu bediels, a bath
in the holy tanks at Kurukshetra
during a solar eclipse is considered
auspicious, Many important temples
remained closed.

In Telangana, Sri Lakshmi
Narasimha Swamy temple in
Yadagirigutta, Sri Raja Rajeshwara
Swamy temple in Vemulawada,
Lakshmi Narasimba Swarmy Temple in
Dharmapuri and Sri Gnana
Saraswathi Devl temple in Basar are
among these remain closed.

In southern and central India, the
eclipse was observed just before sun-
set with Nagpur experiencing the
eclipse from 4.4% pm to 5.42 pm. In
Bengaluru, the eclipse began at 5.12
pm and reached its maximum at 5.4%
pm and ended at 5.55 pm.
Continued on Page 2
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Constructlon resp0n51ble for recumng Kedarnath avalanche?

Probe, Aerial Survey Call For Ban

Gauray Takwar &
Shivani Azad |mun

Dehradun: A multi-institu-
a

scientists from the State Dis-
aster Management Authori-
¥ mstituteof Himala
yan Geology and Indkan Insti-

tlonal team constit
dertake gpeclogical, glaciolo-
gical and geomorphic inves-
tigations arcund Kedarnath
to ascertain the causes of re-
curring avalanche activity
has sought a “complete ban
o constructiong on unstable
and active debris slopes aro-
und the Himalayan shrine”.
The panel of experts and

tute of H Geology
carried out both aerial sur-
wvey and ground investigation
inthe first week of October.
The shew of avalanches
had initiated almost 8km up-
hill of the Kedarnath temple
from the accumulation zone
of ‘Companion glacer' at an
elevation of 4,800-5,800m, ad-
jacent to the Chorahari glaci-

Ihc first avalanche occurred around 3 4 km froen the Kedarnath mnnc

on 22, followed by

October |

or; the selentiats have obser.
ved in the repart.

The first avalanche occur-
red around 34 km from the

Kedarnathshrineon Septer-
ber 22, followed by another on
Octolser 1, the video of which
had gone viral on social me-

dia. A third avalanche, above
the Chorabari glacier, wis re-
ported on October 2,

The report further sald:
“The presence of fresh snow
may have facilitated an av-
alanche to the north of Ke-
darnath, Snow avalanche is a
common  geomorphic  pro.
cess in the glacial terrain du.
ring early summer, late sum-
mer and winters, and is a
function of snowfall intensi-
ty and temperature variabili-
ty. In the present ease, avalan-
che activity is attributed to
the snowfall during Septem:
ber :22.

Acknowledging the “ma-
jor threat” posed by avalan-
ches in the high-altitude re-

gions of the state, the com-
mittes recommended several
measures tominimise risk in
and around Kedarnath.

Apartfirom the suggestion
to “completely ban construc-
tions of buildings or any
formof shelters™ near th ho-
Iy shrine, the other recom
mendations included “const
ruction of concrete wedges
along the mid-slope of av-
alanche chutes to prevent
and divert the force of de-
soending ioe mass”

major

e high-altitude re-
gions of the state. As per offl-
clal data, over 100 people have
died in avalanche incidents
over the past decade.

= mteda
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applied in the tribal areas for their

betterment and their welfare. With
help of this technology, a large amc
of research work is being carried ou

Q Geospatial technology can also be

Brindha Devi, A student

Geospatial tech can be usc¢
for betterment of tribals:

ENS @ Hyderabad

Highlighting the importance
of deployving geospatial
technology to reach out to
patients as well as general
public even in remote areas,
Governor Tamilisai Sounda-
rarajan on Thursday said that
the same tech can also be ap-
plied for betterment of
tribals.

The Governor was speak-
ing at the wvaledictory
function of UN World Geospa-
tial Information Congress
organised at Hvderabad In-
ternational Convention
Centre.

A e Arvrtrays T aawvs wemem] Tur ol

nated. This technolog
in reaching out to tkt
last person,”™ she said.

“Geospatial technolc
also be applied in the tx
eas for betterment of
and their welfare. It w:
cult to reach out to pea
analyse their health
tions but now with the
this technology. a large:
of research work is als
carried out,” she addec

Speaking on the oc
Union Minister Kishay
explained how the U
gress is a wonderful pl
for exchange of ideas.
kind of conferences

ctmlraanbhaldaoasre o A dicesas
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nited Nations World G

10~14 Cctober 2022, Hyderabad, India
bo-Enabling the Global Village: No One Shouwult
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i = e B )

TUNIOMN MMinister for Culture and
Tourismm., G Kishan Reddy on
Thursday lauded the efforts of the
United MNations for being at the fore-
fromt in evolving a global frameworl
for a better world.

Avoddressing the valedictory cere-
mony of the Second Unidited INations
W orld Geospatial Inforrmatior
Congress (LUINWWIEGTIC) at Fiyderabad
Intermnational Convention Centre
here, he said thhat thhe Sustainable
Development Goals (ST (5s),
Poverty Alleviation and Livelibood
focus of the United IMNations hawve
made it a platform for humane de-
wvelopment. Also, thhe theme of the
Second TUnited INations World
Geospatial Informnmation Congress
(UUNWWAESIC) is Geo-enabling the
SGlobal Village - INo one should be
lefi behind. That makes, thhe Con-
gress not only about Geospatial
Technology but empowering people
towards better lives and livelihoods.

The wonderiful platformmn that al-
lowws stakeholders to discuss the ap-
plications of geospatial technologies
as a force of good.

He said that the exchange of
ideas, joint drafiimg of best practices.

Information Cd
concludes

Appreciates o

Nations for be
forefromnt in ew

gslobal frameww
better world

behimd. MNow, Imidia
evolving Geospatial 1
India’s competence,

capacity make it idea
to-end leader in the C
main The Uniomn ML
ated that wouth ha
their innmnowvations in

domain for a sustaimn:
wworTren arncd rmermber:
mumnities hawve demc
EcOo-—ermpoOwWerirent

and livelihood. The re
neww guidelines for tl
sector and the police
alise the sector to a r
tive fAield. Further, it
access o its geospatial
ices, including maps
entities, except sensil
security-related data.
The mew policy be
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