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In new norms,
govt enables

cos to freely
map India

New Delhi/Bengalura:
The Centre on Monday anno-
unced sweeping changes to
India's mapping policy as it
liberalised regulations that
apply to acquisition and pro-
duction of geospatial (topog:
raphy) data and services, in-
cluding surveying and map-
ping, enabling private com-
panjes to work without prior
approvals, report Surendra
Singh & Chethan Kumar.
While announcing new
geospatial data guidelings,
science and technology mini-
sterHarsh Vardhansaid, “"Be-
cause of the non-availability
of high-quality maps, several
hundred billion positive sec-
tors like farming, mining,
construction, transportation
services for ecommernce and
communication like 5G have
been suffering.” He said due
to curbs, even Sirvey of india
hadiotakesseriesof pernils-
sionsforits own work.

»Continued on P13
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~ PM: Geospatial
norms to benefit
farmers as well

b Continued fromP 1

the “government realise
its vigion of Atmanirbhar
Bharat and the goal of a 85 tril-
lion economy,” he said, adding
the“historicdecision willlead to
aRsllakh crore geospatial econ-
omy”, Firms can now acquire,
collect, generate, disseminate,
store, share, distribute and cre-
ate geospatial data, including
maps within the Indian territo-
1y, including underwater by us-
ing geospatial technologies.
Besides “unlocking tremen-
# dous opportunities for star-
tups, private sector and re-
search institutions to drive in
novations and build scalable
solutions”, Prime Minister
‘Narendra Modi in a series of
tweets said, “India’s farmers
will also be benefitted by lev-
eraging the potential of geospa-
® tialandremote sensingdata.”
Spelling out the new provi-
sions, science and technology
department secretary Ashu-
tosh Sharma said the “new
norms will stimmulate and em-
power Indian industry and sur-
veying agencies without dilut-
ing security concerns, will fa-
cilitate ease of acquiring and
use of data, and will take the
system away from theregime of
approvals fo self-certifica-
fions.” Isro chairman K Sivan
said coupled with remote sens-
ing policy, the Indian private
sector will be able to become
more vibrant and enable India
to innovate betten

r j‘"“he new norms will help
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entre deregulates geospatial
data and map-making in India

o

Under the new policy,
geospatial data from
government agencies
will be madeavailable
to public, private cos

Anonna Dutt and
Sharan Poovanna

anonna.dutt@htlive.com

NEW DELHI/BENGALURU: India
on Monday liberalised its regu-
lations on geospatial data,
allowing private companies to
conduct surveying and map-
ping without prior government
approvals and sharing the data
for various everyday applica-
tions, from logistics and trans-
port to road safety and e-com-
merce.

Under the new policy, geo-
spatial data from government
agencies such as the Survey of
India and the Indian Space
Research Organisation will also
be made available to public and
private companies.

“Our government has taken a
decision that will provide a
huge impetus to Digital India.
Liberalising policies governing
the acquisition and production
of geospatial data is a massive
step in our vision for an Aat-
manirbhar Bharat,” or Self-Re-
liant India, Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi wrote in a tweet.

He added in another tweet:
“The reforms will unlock tre-
mendous opportunities for our
country’s start-ups, private sec-
tor, public sector and research
institutions to drive innova-
tions and build scalable solu-
tions. This will also generate
employment and accelerate

A

The Centr

that the new

will boost the

data sector toavalue of I1lakh

crore by 2030, create jobs for 2.2 million people, and have a multifold impact on the economy. MINT

economic growth.”

The new guidelines will
allow increase the scale, speed,
and accuracy of mapping.
Indian entities will require no
prior approvals, security clear-
ances, licenses for acquisition
and production of geospatial
data and geospatial data servi-
ces, including maps.

“Geospatial data is vital for
all manners of planning and
development work. There are
three major objectives of the
new guidelines—first, ease of
collecting, using and sharing
geospatial data. Second, dereg-
ulating the sector and allowing
private entities to survey and

map all physically accessible
areas without prior approvals.
Third, sharing the geospatial
data collected by government
agencies with the public and
the industries,” said Prof.
Ashutosh Sharma, secretary of
department of science and
technology.

The government estimates
that the new guidelines will
boost the geospatial data sector
to a value of X1 lakh crore by
2030, create jobs for 2.2 million
people, and have a multifold
impact on the economy.

“This will be beneficial for
all allied sectors that need geo-
spatial data such as logistics

and transportation, road safety,
e-commerce. It will also aid
government programmes such
as MNREGA where people will
now be able to see the imple-
mentation of various projects
and their progress. It will have
huge economic impact. Just an
example would be the logistics
industry, where the country
spends around 13% of GDP.
This can be brought down to
9% using geospatial data and
other technology,” said Rohan
Verma, CEO and executive
director of MapmyIndia, a tech-
nology company that builds
digital map data, and offers tel-
ematics services and location-

based software as a service and
geographic information sys-
tems using artificial intelli-
gence.

The new policy restricts the
terrestrial mapping and sur-
veying to only Indian entities—
both public and private. The
data generated also needs to be
owned and stored in India, with
foreign entities being allowed
to license it. High resolution
data—finer than Im horizon-
tally and 3m vertically—will
still remain restricted.

“This will also level the play-
ing field for Indian companies.
Justas an example, while Goo-
gle Earth could provide satellite
images on the map we weren’t
allowed to do so even though
we had the technology. It will
promote projects like the 4D
map that we are working on—a
3D map with realtime updated
data that can be used by appli-
cations such as autonomous
vehicles,” said Verma.

Ajey Lele, senior fellow
working with space security
and strategic technologies at
the Institute for Defence Stud-
ies and Analyses, said that this
will allow companies to use
Indian data instead of paying
for expensive data from other
satellites.

“We have very good remote
sensing satellites as well as
earth observation satellites, but
so far the data was not freely
available to private players.
This resulted in many applica-
tions using data from foreign
satellites and paying a lot for it.
This policy will allow data gen-
erated by Isroto be used and it
will be more cost effective,” he
said.
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A } POLICY CHANGE

Govt lzberalzses mapping in self-reliance boost

Anonna Dutt

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI/BENGALURU: India
on Monday liberalised its regula-
tions on geospatial data, allow-
ing private companies to con-
duct surveying and mapping
without prior government
approvals and sharing the data
for various everyday applica-
tions, from logistics and trans-
port to road safety and e-com-
merce.

Under the new policy, geospa-
tial data from government agen-
cies such as the Survey of India
and the Indian Space Research
Organisation will also be made
available to public and private
companies.

“Our government has taken a
decision that will provide a huge
impetus to Digital India. Liberal-
ising policies governing the
acquisition and production of
geospatial data is a massive step
in our vision for an Aatmanir-

bhar Bharat,” or Self-Reliant
India, Prime Minister Narendra
Modi wrote in a tweet.

He added in another tweet:
“The reforms will unlock tre-
mendous opportunities for our
country’s start-ups, private sec-
tor, public sector and research
institutions to drive innovations
and build scalable solutions.
This will also generate employ-
ment and accelerate economic
growth.”

The new guidelines will allow

increase in the scale, speed, and
accuracy of mapping. Indian
entities will require no prior
approvals, security clearances,
licenses for acquisition and pro-
duction of geospatial data and
geospatial data services, includ-
ing maps.

The government estimates
that the new guidelines will
boost the geospatial data sector
to avalue of 1 lakh crore by 203,
and create jobs for 2.2 million
people. P18
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Now, easy access to geospatial data, maps

Apiti TANDON

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, FEBRUARY 15

Indian entities will no longer
need government permis-
sion to collect, use, publish
or share geospatial data,
including maps.

The government today
deregulated the sector, end-
ing its own 250-year-old colo-
nial era monopoly in the area
with Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi describing the move
as a massive push to the
national goal of self-reliance.

EYING T1L-CR MARKET

B Plan is to allow private sector
to make and publish maps
with geospatial features

B |t's estimated to become a
%1 lakh cr market by 2030
and create 22 lakh jobs

B May improve outcome ina
range of sectors, including
farming and infrastructure

DIGITAL INDIA PUSH

@6 The government

decision will provide a huge
impetus to Digjtal India. Itis
amassivestepin

The Guidelines for Acquir-
ing and Producing Geospatial
Data and Geospatial Data Ser-

our vision for g;)
Aatmanirbhar ey Al
e
Bharat. 4 0
Narendra Modi, pv ‘ L}_"
vices, including  maps,

acknowledge that maps and
other accurate geospatial data

are crucial for national infra-
structure projects like linkages
of rivers, creation of industrial
corridors and deploying smart
power systems. “From creation
of maps to their dissemination,
Indian firms were hitherto
required to seek licences and
follow cumbersome proce-
dures of permissions,” Science
Minister Harsh Vardhan said.
The government said
emerging vibrant technolo-
gies like  e-commerce,
autonomous drones, delivery
CONTINUED ON PAGE 9
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Now, easy
accessto...

and urban transport require
a massive leap in mapping
with greater depths, resolu-
tion and precision for which
deregulation was necessary.

The guidelines place some
restrictions on the marking of
sensitive attributes (such as
strategic locations) on maps,
but there is no restriction on
surveying or mapping any
area as long as it is physically
accessible. High-spatial accu-
racy geospatial data finer
than 1 metre horizontally and
3 metres vertically can, how-
ever, only be acquired and
owned by Indian entities and
stored in India.

“Data of accuracy coarser
than that is globally avail-
able through satellites and
has hence not been regulat-
ed. Also finer data such as
data needed to predict disas-
ters can be licensed for for-
eign entities also but these
entities cannot own that
data,” the guidelines say.
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Centre announces major
changes in mapping policy

AGE CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, FEB 15

The Centre on Monday
announced major amen-
dments in the country's
mapping policy, which it
said, will benefit Indian
companies. The changes
have been made in the
policy keeping in mind
the the government’s
Atmanirbhar Bharat
vision.

Announcing this on
Twitter, the Prime
Minister said that the
policy change is a mas-
sive step in the govern-
ment’s vision to make
India self-reliant.

“Our government has
taken a decision that will
provide a huge impetus
to Digital India.
Liberalising policies
governing the acquisi-

opportunities for our country’s

‘The reforms will unlock tremendous

start-ups... and research ¢
institutions to drive innovations
and build scalable solutions

/

Prime Minister

— Narendra Modi, - / r"i Y

tion and production of
geospatial data is a mas-
sive step in our vision for

an Aatmanirbhar
Bharat,” Mr Narendra
Modi tweeted.

“The reforms will
unlock tremendous

opportunities for our
country’s start-ups, pri-
vate sector, public sector
and research institu-
tions to drive innova-
tions and build scalable
solutions. This will also
generate employment

and accelerate economic
growth,” the Prime
Minister further said in
subsequent tweet.

He also said that the
country’s farmers will
benefit by leveraging the
potential of geo-spatial
and remote sensing data.
“These reforms demon-
strate our commitment
to improving ease of
doing business in India
by deregulation,” PM
Modi said in another
tweet on the matter.
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Mapping retorms boon for
start-ups, farmers: Modi

Will lead to 1L cr
geo-spatial eco:
Harsh Vardhan

PNS ® NEW DELHI

The Centre on Monday
announced “sweeping
changes” to the country’s map-
ping policy, specifically for
Indian companies, to enable
them to create substantial
advances in mapping and ulti-
mately empowering small busi-
nesses that “will lead to a one
lakh crore rupees geo-spatial
economy .

Commenting on the map-
ping reforms, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi said the
reforms will unlock “tremen-
dous opportunities” for our
country’s start-ups.”

“India’s farmers will also be
benefited by leveraging the
potential of geo-spatial and
remote sensing data.
Democratising data will enable
the rise of new technologies &
platforms that will drive effi-
ciencies in agriculture and
allied sectors,” he said.

Union  Science &
Technology Minister Dr Harsh
Vardhan held a joint Press con-
ference with Union Minister
for Space and Atomic Energy
Jitendra Singh to unveil the
mapping policy reforms.

“By liberalising the geo-
spatial guidelines, the
Government has taken a his-
toric decision that will lead to

a one lakh crore rupees geo-
spatial economy. Today’s
announcement heralds unlock-
ing of geo-mapping from
restrictive use to wider use in
the interest of nation building
and creating an Atmanirbhar
Bharat,” said Singh.

Vardhan said, “The next
generation of technologies will
use hyper-resolution maps.
Availability of comprehensive,
highly accurate, granular and
constantly updated represen-
tation of geospatial data will
significantly benefit diverse
sectors of the economy and will
significantly boost innovation
in the country and greatly
enhance the preparedness of
the country for emergency
response.”

The availability of data and
modern mapping technologies
to Indian companies is also
crucial for achieving the vision
of Atmanirbhar Bharat and a
five trillion-dollar economy,
he said.

“With the advent of pub-
licly available geospatial ser-
vices, a lot of geospatial data
that used to be in the restrict-
ed zone are freely and com-

monly available now and some
of the policies/guidelines that
used to regulate such informa-
tion have been rendered obso-
lete and redundant,” said
Vardhan.

“What is readily available
globally does not need to be
regulated. For Indian entities,
there would be complete dereg-
ulation with no prior approvals,
security clearances, licences,
etc, for acquisition and pro-
duction of geospatial data and
geospatial data services includ-
ing maps,” he announced.

Vardhan pointed out that
all geospatial data produced
using public funds, except clas-
sified geospatial data collected
by security/law enforcement
agencies, will be made accessi-
ble for scientific, economic
and developmental purposes to
all Indian Entities and without
any restrictions on their use.

Government agencies and
others need to collaborate and
work towards openlinked
geospatial data.

“Stakeholders benefitted
will include practically every
segment of society, from indus-
try to academia to government
departments,” he emphasised.

This is a transformative
reform, the Minister added.

Speaking on the occasion,
Singh said the Centre has taken
a historic decision to com-
pletely deregulate Geospatial
Map-making and unshackle
the Geospatial sector in India
for the first time.

Continued on Page 2
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Mapping reforms...

From page 1

He said the decision is an exten-
sion of a series of visionary reforms
undertaken in the space sector. He
pointed out that today’s announce-
ment heralds the unlocking of geo-
mapping from restrictive use to wider
use in the interest of nation-building
and creating an AtmaNirbhar
Bharat.

Singh said this is one more distinct
example of the removal of some of the
colonial legacies that India was still
grappling with.

He claimed that deregulation of
Map-making is historic in the sense that
Geo-Map is now going to be recognised
as an instrument for development
rather than only a tool for securing the
country.

Singh also invited Indian business-
es to take lead and utilise the opportu-
nities being thrown open for the mak-
ing of Atmanirbhar Bharat.

He said the collaborative efforts
from industry, academia and the
Government will make India a world
leader in geospatial knowledge. The
Minister urged all sections to grab the
opportunity and fulfil the aspirations of
the nation to become a five trillion-dol-
lar economy.

Secretary, DST, Professor Ashutosh
Sharma gave a presentation on the Geo-
Spatial guidelines. He said the new
guidelines will be “stimulating and
empowering Indian industry and sur-
veying agencies without diluting secu-
rity concerns. Atmanirbharta in
Geospatial products and solutions will
be a one lakh crore business by 2030
plus economic impact through devel-
opment’”.
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Govt announces liberalisation of

policies governing

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: The govern-
ment on Monday announced
liberalisation of policies gov-
erning the acquisition and pro-
duction of geo-spatial data, a
move that will help in boosting
innovation in the sector and
create a level playing field for
public and private entities.

Under the new guidelines,
the sector will be deregulated
and aspects like approvals have
been done away with, Depart-
ment of Science and Tech-
nology Secretary Ashutosh
Sharma said.

For Indian entities, there
will be complete deregulation
with no prior approvals, secu-
rity clearances, licenses, for
acquisition and production of
geospatial data and geospatial
data services, including maps,
he said.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi said the liberalisation of
policies governing the acquisi-
tion and production of geospa-
tial data is a "massive step in
government's vision for an Aat-
manirbhar Bharat". The reform

=

Union Minister for Science & Technology and Earth Sciences Harsh

Vardhan addresses a press conference in New Delhi, on Monday

will benefit country's farmers,
start-ups, private sector, public
sector and research institutions
to drive innovations and build
scalable solutions, he said.
Science and Technology
Minister Harsh Vardhan in a
press conference said the eas-
ing of norms will greatly help in

several sectors that were suffer-
ing because of non-availability
of maps.

He said earlier even the
Survey of India, the agency
entrusted with making maps,
had to seek permission for
mapping, thus delaying its
work by at least 3-6 months.

geo-spatial data

In a series of tweets, Modi
said, "Our government has
taken a decision that will pro-
vide a huge impetus to Digi-
tal India. Liberalising policies
governing the acquisition and
production of geo-spatial data
is a massive step in our vision
for an Aatmanirbhar Bharat,"
he said.

The move will unlock tre-
mendous opportunities for the
country's start-ups, private sec-
tor, public sector and research
institutions to drive innova-
tions and build scalable solu-
tions. This will also generate
employment and accelerate
economic growth, he stressed.

"India's farmers will also
be benefited by leveraging the
potential of geo-spatial and
remote sensing data. Democ-
ratising data will enable the rise
of new technologies and plat-
forms that will drive efficien-
cies in agriculture and allied
sectors.

"These reforms demon-
strate our commitment to
improving ease of doing busi-
ness in India by deregulation,"
he said.
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Centre deregulates geospatial
dataand map- making in India

Under the new policy,
geospatial data from
government agencies
will be madeavailable
to public, private cos

Anonna Dutt and
Sharan Poovanna

anonna.dutt@htlive.com

NEW DELHI/BENGALURU: India
on Monday liberalised its regu-
lations on geospatial data,
allowing private companies to
conduct surveying and map-
ping without prior government
approvals and sharing the data
for various everyday applica-
tions, from logistics and trans-
port to road safety and e-com-
merce.

Under the new policy, geo-
spatial data from government
agencies such as the Survey of
India and the Indian Space
Research Organisation will also
be made available to public and
private companies.

“Our government has taken a
decision that will provide a
huge impetus to Digital India.
Liberalising policies governing
the acquisition and production
of geospatial data is a massive
step in our vision for an Aat-
manirbhar Bharat,” or Self-Re-
liant India, Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi wrote in a tweet.

He added in another tweet:
“The reforms will unlock tre-
mendous opportunities for our
country’s start-ups, private sec-
tor, public sector and research
institutions to drive innova-
tions and build scalable solu-
tions. This will also generate
employment and accelerate

The Centr that the new

economic growth.”

The new guidelines will
allow increase the scale, speed,
and accuracy of mapping.
Indian entities will require no
prior approvals, security clear-
ances, licenses for acquisition
and production of geospatial
data and geospatial data servi-
ces, including maps.

“Geospatial data is vital for
all manners of planning and
development work. There are
three major objectives of the
new guidelines—first, ease of
collecting, using and sharing
geospatial data. Second, dereg-
ulating the sector and allowing
private entities to survey and

will boost th

map all physically accessible
areas without prior approvals.
Third, sharing the geospatial
data collected by government
agencies with the public and
the industries,” said Prof.
Ashutosh Sharma, secretary of
department of science and
technology.

The government estimates
that the new guidelines will
boost the geospatial data sector
to a value of %1 lakh crore by
2030, create jobs for 2.2 million
people, and have a multifold
impact on the economy.

“This will be beneficial for
all allied sectors that need geo-
spatial data such as logistics

ial data sector to a value of ¥1lakh
crore by 2030, create jobs for 2.2 million people, and have a multifold impact on the economy. MINT

and transportation, road safety,
e-commerce. It will also aid
government programmes such
as MNREGA where people will
now be able to see the imple-
mentation of various projects
and their progress. It will have
huge economic impact. Justan
example would be the logistics
industry, where the country
spends around 13% of GDP.
This can be brought down to
9% using geospatial data and
other technology,” said Rohan
Verma, CEO and executive
director of MapmylIndia, a tech-
nology company that builds
digital map data, and offers tel-
ematics services and location-

based software as a service and
geographic information sys-
tems using artificial intelli-
gence.

The new policy restricts the
terrestrial mapping and sur-
veying to only Indian entities—
both public and private. The
data generated also needs to be
owned and stored in India, with
foreign entities being allowed
to license it. High resolution
data—finer than 1m horizon-
tally and 3m vertically—will
still remain restricted.

“This will also level the play-
ing field for Indian companies.
Justas an example, while Goo-
gle Earth could provide satellite
images on the map we weren’t
allowed to do so even though
we had the technology. It will
promote projects like the 4D
map that we are working on—a
3D map with realtime updated
data that can be used by appli-
cations such as autonomous
vehicles,” said Verma.

Ajey Lele, senior fellow
working with space security
and strategic technologies at
the Institute for Defence Stud-
ies and Analyses, said that this
will allow companies to use
Indian data instead of paying
for expensive data from other
satellites.

“We have very good remote
sensing satellites as well as
earth observation satellites, but
so far the data was not freely
available to private players.
This resulted in many applica-
tions using data from foreign
satellites and paying a lot for it.
This policy will allow data gen-
erated by Isroto be used and it
will be more cost effective,” he
said.
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Centre opens up map
sector to private players

KALYAN RAY
NEW DELHI, DHNS

The Centre on Monday
openedup the restricted map-
pingsectorbyallowing private
companiesto collectmapping
data and offer map services
in the open market without
seeking any approvals from
the government.

Indian outfitscan carry out
street-view surveys — some-
thing that wasn’t allowed for
Google — besides terrestrial
mobile mapping and surveys
in Indian territorial waters.
While there would be some
restrictions onsensitive instal-
lations, mapping isallowed in
most parts of India.

“For Indian entities, there
would be no prior approvals,
security clearanceand licenc-
es foracquisition and produc-
tion of geospatial data and
maps,” Ashutosh Sharma, sec-
retary, Department of Science
and Technology said here.

This, the government

hoped, would encourage In-
dian companies to enter this
arena, whichislikelytobeaRs
1 lakh-crore sector spawning
nearly 22 lakh jobs by 2030.

Union Science Minister
Harsh Vardhan and Minister
of Stateinthe Prime Minister’s
Office JitendraSingh released
thenew policy prepared bythe
Ministry of Science and Tech-
nology. Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi, too, welcomed
the change, describing it as a
“landmarkreform”and amas-
sivesteptowards “Aatmanirb-
har Bharat”.

While data can be collected
using satelliteimages, drones,
LIDAR:sS (light detection and
ranging) and ground truth-
ing surveys, Indian firms can
acquire and store high-reso-
lution satellite images (finer-
than-one metre) in India.

Private firms can also ob-
tain data generated by public
funds - like ISRO satellite im-
ages. Sensitive information,
however, would not be shown.
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Centre makes local
data for maps easy

New Delhi, Feb. 15: In sweeping changes
in the country’s mapping policy, the gov-
ernment on Monday liberalised norms gov-
erning the acquisition and production of
geospatial data, a move that will help in
boosting innovation in the sector and create
a level-playing field for public and private
entities. Minister Harsh Vardhan said due
to this policy, the whole sector will open up
and geospatial data of value of %1 lakh crore
can be acquired and used by 2030. — PTI
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India liberalises mapping policy;
will spur innovation, says PM

New Delhi, Feb. 15: In
sweeping changes in the
country's mapping policy,
the government on Monday
announced liberalisation of
norms governing the acqui-
sition and production of
geospatial data, a move
that will help in boosting
innovation in the sector
and create a level-playing
field for public and private
entities.

Under the new guidelines,
the sector will be deregulat-
ed and aspects such as
prior approvals for survey-
ing, mapping and for build-
ing applications based on
that have been done away
with, Department of Scie-
nce and Technology Secr-
etary Ashutosh Sharma
said.

For Indian entities, there
will be complete deregula-
tion with no prior
approvals, security clear-
ances, licenses, for acquisi-
tion and production of
geospatial data and geospa-
tial data services, includ-
ing maps, he said.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi said the liberalisation
of policies governing the
acquisition and production

e N
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® The reform will bene-
fit the country's farm-
ers, start-ups, private
sector, public sector
and research institu-
tions to drive innova-
tions and build scalable
solutions, the Prime
Minister said.

of geospatial data is a “mas-
sive step in government's

vision for an
Aatmanirbhar Bharat”.
The reform will benefit the

country's farmers, start-
ups, private sector, public
sector and research institu-
tions to drive innovations
and build scalable solu-
tions, he said. Science and
Technology Minister
Harsh Vardhan in a press
conference said the easing
of norms will greatly help
in several sectors that were
suffering because of non-
availability of high quality
maps.

“Availability of compre-
hensive, highly accurate,
granular and constantly
updated representation of
geospatial data will signifi-
cantly benefit diverse sec-

tors of the economy, signif-
icantly boost innovation in
the country and greatly
enhance its preparedness
for emergency response,”
Vardhan said.

He said earlier even the
Survey of India, the organi-
sation entrusted with mak-
ing maps, had to seek per-
mission for mapping from
different agencies, thus
delaying its work by at
least three-to-six months.
In a series of tweets, Modi
said, “Our government has
taken a decision that will
provide a huge impetus to
Digital India. Liberalising
policies governing the
acquisition and production
of geospatial data is a mas-
sive step in our vision for
an Aatmanirbhar Bharat,”
he said. — PTI
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Restriction on private use of geospatial data lifted

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@ New Dethi

INDIA on Monday announced
liberalisation of regulations
that apply to geospatial data
and maps that will allow Indi-
an private players the freedom
to handle such information
without prior approval or
restriction.

Until now, there were re-
strictions on using such data
by private entities and it was
solely handled by the Survey
of India. Under new guide-
lines, the sector will be dereg-
ulated and aspects such as
prior approvals for surveying,
mapping and for building ap-
plications based on that will
be done away with, Depart-

ment of Science and Technol-
ogy (DST) secretary Ashutosh
Sharma said. g

PM Narendra Modi said lib-
eralising the acquisition and
production of geospatial
data was amassive step
in the vision for an
Aatmanirbhar
Bharat. “India’s farm-
ers will also be bene-
fited by leveraging the
potentialof geo-spatial &
remote sensing data. Demoe-
ratizing data will enable the
rise of new technologies &
platforms that will drive effi-
ciencies in agriculture and al-

lied sectors,” he tweeted.

The DST said maps and ac-
curate geospatial data are cru-
cial for national infrastrue-
ture projects such as linkages
of rivers, ereation of in-
dustrial corridors and

deploying smart pow-
er systems. Emerging
vibrant technologies
like Digital India,
Smart Cities, e-Com-
merce, autonomous
drones, delivery, logistics and
urban transportrequire a leap
forward in mapping with
greater depth, resolution and
precision.

Democratizing data will enable the rise of new technologies and
platforms that will drive efficlencies in agriculture and allied
sectors —Prime Minister Narendra Modi

“In every economic endeav-
or, spanning agriculture, fi-
nance, construction, mining
and local enterprise, India's
farmers, small businesses and
corporations alike stand to
gain tremendously from the

application of innovative fech-

nologies based on modern ge-
ospatial data technologies and
mapping services,” it said,
The existing regime im-
posed significant restrictions
on the mapping industry —
from creation to dissemina-
tion of maps, requiring Indian
companies to seek licenses,
follow a cumbersome system
of pre-approvals and permis-
sions. These restrictions sub-
Jjected startups in India to un-
necessary red tape.




' PRESS INFORMATION BUREAU

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
WRA TRER

Hindustan Times , Gurgaon
Tuesday, 16th February 2021; Page: 18
Width: 41.88 cms; Height: 39.91 cms; a3r; ID: 43.2021-02-16.11

Centre deregulates geospatial
data and map-making in India

Under the new policy,
geospatial data from
government agencies
will be madeavailable
to public, private cos

Anonna Dutt and
Sharan Poovanna

anonna.dutt@htlive.com

NEW DELHI/BENGALURU: India
on Monday liberalised its regu-
lations on geospatial data,
allowing private companies to
conduct surveying and map-
ping without prior government
approvals and sharing the data
for various everyday applica-
tions, from logistics and trans-
port to road safety and e-com-
merce.

Under the new policy, geo-
spatial data from government
agencies such as the Survey of
India and the Indian Space
Research Organisation will also
be made available to public and
private companies.

“Our government has taken a
decision that will provide a
huge impetus to Digital India.
Liberalising policies governing
the acquisition and production
of geospatial data is a massive
step in our vision for an Aat-
manirbhar Bharat,” or Self-Re-
liant India, Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi wrote in a tweet.

He added in another tweet:
“The reforms will unlock tre-
mendous opportunities for our
country’s start-ups, private sec-
tor, public sector and research
institutions to drive innova-
tions and build scalable solu-
tions. This will also generate
employment and accelerate

A

]

The Centre

will boost th:

ial dat: toavalue of 1lakh

crore by 2030, create jobs for 2.2 million people, and have a

economic growth.”

The new guidelines will
allow increase the scale, speed,
and accuracy of mapping.
Indian entities will require no
prior approvals, security clear-
ances, licenses for acquisition
and production of geospatial
data and geospatial data servi-
ces, including maps.

“Geospatial data is vital for
all manners of planning and
development work. There are
three major objectives of the
new guidelines—first, ease of
collecting, using and sharing
geospatial data. Second, dereg-
ulating the sector and allowing
private entities to survey and

that the new

impacton th MINT

map all physically accessible
areas without prior approvals.
Third, sharing the geospatial
data collected by government
agencies with the public and
the industries,” said Prof.
Ashutosh Sharma, secretary of
department of science and
technology.

The government estimates
that the new guidelines will
boost the geospatial data sector
to a value of 1 lakh crore by
2030, create jobs for 2.2 million
people, and have a multifold
impact on the economy.

“This will be beneficial for
all allied sectors that need geo-
spatial data such as logistics

and transportation, road safety,
e-commerce. It will also aid
government programmes such
as MNREGA where people will
now be able to see the imple-
mentation of various projects
and their progress. It will have
huge economic impact. Just an
example would be the logistics
industry, where the country
spends around 13% of GDP.
This can be brought down to
9% using geospatial data and
other technology,” said Rohan
Verma, CEO and executive
director of MapmyIndia, a tech-
nology company that builds
digital map data, and offers tel-
ematics services and location-

based software as a service and
geographic information sys-
tems using artificial intelli-
gence.

The new policy restricts the
terrestrial mapping and sur-
veying to only Indian entities—
both public and private. The
data generated also needs to be
owned and stored in India, with
foreign entities being allowed
to license it. High resolution
data—finer than Im horizon-
tally and 3m vertically—will
still remain restricted.

“This will also level the play-
ing field for Indian companies.
Just as an example, while Goo-
gle Earth could provide satellite
images on the map we weren’t
allowed to do so even though
we had the technology. It will
promote projects like the 4D
map that we are working on—a
3D map with realtime updated
data that can be used by appli-
cations such as autonomous
vehicles,” said Verma.

Ajey Lele, senior fellow
working with space security
and strategic technologies at
the Institute for Defence Stud-
ies and Analyses, said that this
will allow companies to use
Indian data instead of paying
for expensive data from other
satellites.

“We have very good remote
sensing satellites as well as
earth observation satellites, but
so far the data was not freely
available to private players.
This resulted in many applica-
tions using data from foreign
satellites and paying a lot for it.
This policy will allow data gen-
erated by Isroto be used and it
will be more cost effective,” he
said.
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Geospatial data policy liberalised

Move will help drive innovations and build scalable solutions

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI

In sweeping changes to
the country’s mapping
policy, the government
on Monday announced
liberalisation of norms
governing the acquisition
and production of geos-
patial data, a move to
help boost innovation in
the sector and create a le-
vel playing field for pu-
blic and private entities.
Under the new guide-
lines, the sector will be
deregulated and aspects
such as prior approvals
for surveying, mapping
and building applications

based on that have been
done away with, Depart-
ment of Science and
Technology  Secretary
Ashutosh Sharma said.

For Indian entities,
there will be complete
deregulation with no
prior approvals, security
clearances and licences
for the acquisition and
production of geospatial
data and geospatial data
services, including maps,
he said.

Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi said the liberal-
isation of policies govern-
ing the acquisition and
production of geospatial

data was a “massive step
in the government’s vi-
sion for an Aatmanirbhar
Bharat”.

The reform will bene-
fit the country’s farmers,
start-ups, the private sec-
tor, the public sector, and
research institutions to
drive innovations and
build scalable solutions,
he said.

Generate employment
Science and Technology
Minister Harsh Vardhan
in a press conference
said the easing of norms
will greatly help in sever-
al sectors that were suf-

fering because of non-
availability of high quali-
ty maps.

The move will unlock
tremendous opportuni-
ties for the country’s
start-ups, private sector,
public sector, and re-
search institutions, to
drive innovations and
build scalable solutions.
It will also generate em-
ployment and accelerate
economic growth, he
stressed.

“India’s farmers will
also be benefited by leve-
raging the potential of ge-
ospatial and remote sens-
ing data,” he said.
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Indian Firms to Gain from
leerallsed Mapping Pollcy

Eased regulations for
geospatial datato level the
playing field and allow for
more accurate applications

OurBureaus

New Delhi|Bengaluru: The Centre
has eased regulations governing the ac-

quisition and application of geospatial
data— includingmaps— by Indian enti-
ties, inafar-reachingmove thati

ted tospurlocal innovation and level the
playing field for both public and private
Indian companies. The liberalised map-
ping policy, announced on Monday, al-
lows private Indian firms to use high-
precision satellite imagery — of 1mefre
and below — on'both/land and in Indian
territorial waters. This was hitherto re-
served for strategic purposes only.
Private firms and startups can now le-
verage data to build applieations inclu-
ding more efficient and accurate delive-
ryof online purchases to consumers' do-
orsteps, industry executives said.

The policyalso makes it clear that fore-

i hdata

ign canonly
—includingland-| based mob ilemapging
surveys and street views — from Indi

firms where data is hosted on serverslo-
cally. Overseas firms cannot own such

“data. Internationally, companiessuchas

Google and Apple offer products that gi-
veconsumersa36i-degreeviewof astre-
el. Google'ssireet view was banned inTn-
dia in'2016.

Ofticials said revised regulations will
have no impact on satellite-based map-

. ping seryices currently offered by com-

panies like Googleand Apple inIndia.

Ashutosh Sharma, secretary in the De-
partment of Science: and Technology, ¢a-
id “theliberalised policy will allow map-
pingdatathat hasbesnrestricted toafew
departments, such as the Survey of In-
dia and National Remote Sensing
re,” to now be “freely shared |
government departments and,
minalfee, with private Indian firms,”

AGooglespokesperson said thecompa-
ny is studying guidelines, Apple did not
reply to ET’s queriestill press time.
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“With 1 metre resolution, more
accurale mapping can be done
for homes and in multi-storied
buildings,” said Rohan Vermas,
chief executiveof MapmyIndia,
an Indian map-based services
provider: “Last-mile delivery
will be more precise, without
any hassle for cuslomers, and
ecommerce and mobility custo-
mers will see more efficiency
and productivity.”

Expertsareof the view thatthe
new rules will allow local entre-
preneurs to build applications
employing mapping for use ca-
ses thatare unique to India, and
“unlock billions of dollars” of
value inthe country. |

“Thiswill help India havea litt-
le foot in the door in the global
mapping ecosystem,” said Lali-
tesh Katragadda, who built Go-
ogle's map maker and Google
Maps in India. He said the time
and cost taken to build large sca-
le infrastructure projects could
reduce significantly, as satellite
data can be used to monitor pro-
gress more effectively than phy-
sical presence.

Union minister of state for spa-
ce Jitendra Singh said the go-
vernment has previously used
space technology for laying rail-
way tracks, monitoring unman-
ned crossings, in housing, agri-
culture, construction of bridges
and telemadiclna. He estimates
that India’s geospatial sector co-
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uld contribute as much as
299,000 crore to the Indian econo-
my by 2029. “We (are in) a phase
where space technology has en-
tered Indian households in one

- way or the other," said Singh.

“Similarly, by making mapping
accessible to other stakeholders,
we would be incentivising them
to become partners in the deve-
lopment of new India."”

AWIDER SPACE

Last year, India opened up its
space sector, allowing

fivms and startups to build rock-
ets and satellites and launch
them from Indian seil. It will al-
soopenup theearthobservation
data from its dozen-plus satelli-
tes in easy formats, so compani-
es can build applications for use
in areas such as infrastructure,
traffic management and agri-
culture. _

The country’sfirst privateearth
observation satellite, Anand-1,
built by Bengaluru startup Pix.
xel, will be launched onan Indian
Space Research Organisation
rocket on February 28.

Prime Minister Narvendra Modi
tweeted that India’s farmers will
also benefit by leveraging the po-
tential of geospatial and remote
sensing data. "Democratising da-
tawillenabletherise of newtech-
nologies and platforms that will
drive efficiencies in agriculture
and allied sectors,” i€ said,

Infosys co-founder Nandan Ni-
lekani, who is a champion of
openuseof data toanable econo-
mic progress, said on Twitter,
“The new map policy is another
strategic step in India’s jotirney
of dataempowerment!”
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With rules on geospatial data
liberalised, map-making made easy

OUR BUREAU

New Delhi, February 15

In a move that could be critical
for location-based services
such as e-commerce, logistics
and urban transport, the gov-
ernment on Monday freed pub-
lic and private firms from the
need to seek approval, security
clearance, or licence for the col-
lection, generation, storage
and publication of geospatial
data.

There were several restric-
tions around using geospatial
data by agencies other than a
few government departments.

The government estimated
the domestic geospatial mar-
ketatX1-lakh crore in 2020 with
an employment potential of
nearly 22 lakh people.

This will liberalise the map-
ping industry and democratise
existing datasets, a crucial re-
quirement for achieving In-
dia’s vision to become a $5-tril-

lion economy, said an official
statement.

“What is readily available
globally, should not be regu-
lated,” said Department of Sci-
ence and Technology Secretary
Ashutosh Sharma. “There will
not be any restriction on areas
for mapping and surveying.
Firms do not need approval for
collecting geospatial data. They
justneed to self-certify,” he said.

Addressing a press confer-
ence, Science and Technology
Minister Harsh Vardhan said
that in spite of being a govern-
ment institution, even the Sur-
vey of India has to seek permis-

sion from the Ministries of
Defence and Home, the Intelli-
gence Bureau and others to
carry out activities it was sup-
posed to do on a regular basis.
Such approvals often take sev-
eral months to come, severely
affecting the productivity of
the institution.

Now, there is a complete de-
regulation with no approvals,
security clearances or licences
needed foracquisition and pro-
duction of geospatial data for
both publicand private sectors.
However, only Indian entities
can own and store geospatial
data finer than 1-metre hori-
zontally and 3-metre vertically.
Foreign entities, however, can
licence such fine data, but not
own them.

“This is very similar to the
1991 moment for the Indian
geospatial industry,” said Ro-
han Verma, CEO of Mapmyln-
dia.
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Govt ends barrier on
surveying, mapping

to boost infra

BLOOMBERG
February 15

THE CENTRALGOVERNMENT
on Monday ended restrictions
on cartography and geospatial
information to help local enti-
ties generate, distribute and
store topographical data, a
move that will help the nation
spur infrastructure develop-
ment and improve delivery of
government services.

Indian companies had so
far been required to seek
licenses and approvals to cre-
ate and publish maps and
other geospatial data. Ending
those restrictions is part of
India’s push toward Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s goal
of self-reliance, the govern-
ment said in a statement.

“There will be unprece-
dented value creation for
Indian economy and society,’
said Rohan Verma, chief exec-
utive officer of Mapmylndia,
which has been building digi-
tal maps and advanced
geospatial technology prod-
ucts. “Sectors such as agricul-

ture, healthcare, finance, rev-
enue,logistics, transportation,
technology, commerce and
many more — which form
70% of India’s GDPwill be pos-
itivelyimpacted.”

The move will also help
companies that develop apps
which uselocation datato pro-
vide services. “Instead of see-
ing geospatial data from a
security lens alone, this dereg-
ulation will allow Indian com-
panies to freelybuild mapsand
applications for a variety of
developmental purposes,’said
Pranay Kotasthane, head of
research at Takshashila Insti-
tute.“This will make mapswith
India’s political boundaries
easily available in the digital
form on theinternet.”
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Centreliberalises mapping policy,
allowsfree accesstogeospatialdata

Sector deregulated, approvals done
away with; PM says ‘massive step'

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
New Delhi, 15 February

The government on
Monday announced liberal-
isation of policies governing
the acquisition and produc-
tion of geo-spatial data, a
move that will help in
boosting innovation in the
sector and create a level
playing field for public and
private entities.

Under the new guide-
lines, the sector will be
deregulated and aspects
like approvals have been
done away with,
Department of Science and
Technology Secretary
Ashutosh Sharma said.

For Indian entities, there
will be complete deregula-
tion with no prior approv-
als, security clearances,

licenses, for acquisition and
production of geospatial
data and geospatial data
services, including maps,
he said.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi said the liberalisation
of policies governing the
acquisition and production
of geospatial data is a “mas-
sive step in government’s
vision for an Atmanirbhar
Bharat”. The reform will
benefit country’s farmers,
start-ups, private sector,
public sector and research
institutions to drive innova-
tions and build scalable
solutions, he said.

Science and Technology
Minister Harsh Vardhan in
a press conference said the
easing of norms will
greatly help in several sec-
tors that were suffering

The move will unlock tremendous opportunities for the
country's start-ups, private sector, public sector and research
institutions to drive innovations and build scalable solutions

because of non-availability
of maps.

He said earlier even the
Survey of India, the agency
entrusted with making
maps, had to seek permis-
sion for mapping, thus
delaying its work by at least

3-6 months.

In a series of tweets,
Modi said, “Our govern-
ment has taken a decision
that will provide a huge
impetus to Digital India.
Liberalising policies gov-
erning the acquisition and

production of geo-spatial
data is a massive step in our
vision for an Atmanirbhar
Bharat.

The move will unlock
tremendous opportunities
for the country's start-ups,
private sector, public sector
and research institutions to
drive innovations and build
scalable solutions. This will
also generate employment
and accelerate economic
growth, he stressed.

“India’s farmers will also
be benefited by leveraging
the potential of geo-spatial
and remote sensing data.
Democratising data will
enable the rise of new
technologies and platforms
that will drive efficiencies
in agriculture and
allied sectors.”

“These reforms demon-
strate our commitment to
improving ease of doing
business in India by
deregulation,” he said.
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Government
insulted
farmers,
ministers
called them
traitors:
Priyanka
Gandhi
bitly/2NgpY2e

Centre deregulates geospatial '
ata and map-makinginindia

Liberalization of the mapping sector will enable India Inc to leverage modern mapping technologies

neetu.s@livemi
NEW DELHI

ndian companies can now buy

geospatial data and modern

mapping technologies, the

department of science and

technology announced on
Monday, partofliberalized meas-
ures it said would introduce
“sweeping changes” to the coun-
try’s mapping policy.

The government realized that
the existing regime imposed sig-
nificant restrictions on the map-
ping industry—from creation to
dissemination of maps that
require companies to seek licen-
cesand follow a cumbersome sys-
temofapprovalsand permissions.
These rules have hobbled start-
ups with red tape, hindering
Indian innovation in map technol-
ogies for decades.

The ministry of science and
technology on Monday issued
guidelines for acquiring and pro-
ducing geospatial data and geo-
spatial data services, including
maps. What is readily available
globally does not need to be
restricted in India and therefore
geospatial data that used to be
restricted will now be freely availa-
ble in India, the guidelines said.

“Furthermore, our corporations
and innovatorsare nolonger sub-
ject to restrictions nor do they
require prior approvals before

they collect, generate, prepare,
disseminate, store, publish,
update digital geospatial dataand
mapswithin the territory of India,”
the ministry said.

“The availabil-
ity of comprehen-

sive, highly accu- THEexistingregime ~ CORPORATIONS no
- atialara imposes curbs on longer need permits
rate, granular and firms from creation before they generate,

constantly
updated repre-
sentation of geo-

of maps

to dissemination

B a
Currently, India relies heavily on foreign resources for mapping technologies and services.

preparedness of the country for
emergency response,” said Ashut-
osh Sharma, secretary, depart-
ment of science and technology.

NEW FRONTIERS

GEOSPATIAL data
are crucial for infra

ﬁnki

disseminate, publish
maps within India

of industrial corridors

MINT

the “collection, generation, prepa-
ration, dissemination, storage,
publication, updatingand/or digi-
tization” of geospatial data and
maps.
Individuals,
companies, orga-
nizations, and
government
agencies shall be
freeto processthe
acquired geospa-

tssuchas
rivers, creation

spatial data will

significantly benefit diverse sec-
tors of the economy and will sig-
nificantly boost innovation in the
country and greatly enhance the

According to the new guide-
lines, there will be no requirement
for approval, security clearance,
license orany otherrestrictionson

tial data, build
applications and develop solutions
in relation to such data; and use
such data products, applications,
solutions, etc by way of “selling,

distributing, sharing, swapping,
disseminating, publishing, depre-
cating and destructing,” the
guidelines state. However, self-
certification will be used to convey
adherence to these guidelines.

“Inevery economic endeavour,
spanning agriculture, finance,
construction, mining and local
enterprise, India’s farmers, small
businessesand corporationsalike
stand to gain tremendously from
theapplication of innovative tech-
nologiesbased on modern geospa-
tial data technologies and map-
pingservices,” said Sharma.

Indiacurrently relies heavily on
foreign resources for mapping
technologies and services. “Liber-
alization of the mapping industry
and democratization of existing
datasets will spur domestic inno-
vation and enable Indian compa-
niesto compete in the global map-
ping ecosystem by leveraging
modern geospatial technologies,”
the guidelines said.

Locally available and relevant
maps and geospatial data would
also help in improved planning
and management of resources and
better serve the specific needs of
the Indian population, the guide-
lines stated.

Maps and accurate geospatial
dataare crucial for national infra-
structure projects such aslinking
rivers, creation of industrial corri-
dors and deploying smart power
systems, the guidelines state.



